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President’s Report

I would like to begin my final
report as AOS President by
expressing gratitude to some of
the people who have worked
hard to ensure successful AOS
ventures and initiatives over the
past couple of years. The efforts
of all members of the AOS
Council are greatly appreciated,
but 1 would like to single out
Stephen Gibson for introducing,
improving, and maintaining the
sophisticated underpinnings of the AOS web pages,
especially related to membership records. I also appreciate
the dedication of the AOS webmaster, Chris Chantler, for
maintaining outstanding web pages for the society.

Stephen Collins has performed admirably in the
challenging role of Honorary Treasurer and has ensured
that AOS obligations have been met, finances are well
managed, membership growth is vigorously pursued and
Councillors are informed of the financial health of the
organisation. As AOS Secretary, Duncan Butler has
chaired the committees that award prizes and awards and
has ensured that Council meetings have operated smoothly
including the preparation of minutes and agendas. I would
also like to thank Wayne Rowlands, without whom you
wouldn’t be reading this report: Wayne is the AOS News
Editor and has been working hard to deliver AOS News on
a regular basis to members with interesting optics articles,
information about optics happenings in the region, reports,
and advertisements from AOS corporate members.

National and international conferences are an important
service to AOS members, and John Love and Chris Walsh
deserve special mention. They have collaborated to prepare
a bid for an International Commission for Optics (ICO)
conference in Australia, and John is also a key organizer of
the ACOFT/AOS meeting in Canberra in July. John
consistently plays a major role as planner and organizer of
meetings, both for AOS and ACOFT.

I would like to give special thanks to Ken Baldwin who
plays an enormous and indispensable role as Councillor in
charge of international affairs. Ken's unwavering
enthusiasm for national and international representation of
optics has guaranteed that the AOS is strongly represented
to the Optical Society of America and the International
Society for Optical Engineering (SPIE) — these links
provide AOS members with opportunities for input to
international optics organisations. Ken liaises with these
organisations to maintain currency of inter-society
agreements and memoranda of understanding as well as
helping to plan the visits and talks by the Presidents-Elect
of these societies at annual AOS meetings.

The high regard and appreciation of Australian optics
research and development is in no small way due to Ken’s
activities on behalf of the AOS. In addition to Ken’s role

as AOS Councillor with the international portfolio, he is Chair
of the gala Australian Institute of Physics 2005 Congress, a
Councillor of the Federation of Australian Scientific and
Technological Societies and has been selected as a member of
the Optical Society of America (OSA) International
Committee.

The AOS is particularly fortunate in having Councillors on
this important OSA committee: AOS Councillor Halina
Rubinsztein Dunlop has been active in this committee until
her term expired recently. Halina’s role as an international
emissary of Australian optics has helped to raise awareness of
Australian accomplishments. Last (but certainly not least!) I
thank both my predecessor and my successor as President of
the AOS: Keith Nugent is the Past-President and has set a fine
example and provided guidance with respect to leading the
AOS, and Murray Hamilton, as Vice President, has
contributed significantly to all aspects of the AOS and will no
doubt be an excellent President.

I have highlighted the importance of internationalism to the
AOS. In fact, internationalism has become increasingly
important to all three of the sister organisations: the Optical
Society of America, the SPIE, and the Australian Optical
Society. In addition to greater emphasis on international
outreach, each of the societies has a President or President-
Elect from a country other than the home of the society. Peter
Knight is the President of the Optical Society of America but
lives and works in Great Britain. Marlgorzata Kujawinska is
the President-Elect of the SPIE, and her home is Poland. And
last year I accepted a position at the University of Calgary in
Canada (but am fortunate to continue my work in Australia via
a secondment to Macquarie University for 20% of each year).
The coincidence of three international Presidents of the three
optical societies is a reflection of the growing globalization of
optics research. I appreciate the extra efforts of all AOS
Councillors in making this international arrangement work.

I look forward to seeing most of you at the upcoming AOS
Annual General Meeting, which will be held on 8 July in
Canberra at the AOS/ACOFT conference. 1 would like to
point out that, except for the transition of President to Past-
President and Vice-President to President, the terms of all
Councillors expire this year. Some have indicated a desire to
continue; others would like to step down. All agree that the
opportunity to serve as AOS Councillor is rewarding and
satisfying. The AOS AGM is an opportunity for any
(financial) AOS member to stand for election to serve the
AOS membership.

I would like to close, first by congratulating an AOS past
President, Brian Orr, who will be a recipient of the prestigious
William F. Meggers 2004 Award of the OSA, which is
awarded for outstanding work in spectroscopy, and second by
noting the strength of the AOS membership. A particularly
welcome trend has been the inclusion of Australian Centres
for Excellence as corporate members of the AOS, to the
benefit of the AOS and to these Centres. The two centres that
have joined, and are showing great leadership in the







